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Two separate cabins

sleep four in comfort

Remarkably large sunroof
Wide range of engines
& Two private cabins in 28ft

Sargo 238 Explorer

It may be a Scandinavian walkaround
with strong performance and
unsurpassed levels of safety and
security for its crew, but the Sargo
28 Explorer has a very different
character to its obvious Finnish rival,
the Botnia Targa 27.

Most notably, by sacrificing its rival's
roomy forward cockpit, it is able to
conjure two separate double cabins
instead of the Targa 27's all-in-one four-

berth offering. Just as crucially for
some, the heads compartment is
accessible from inside the boat, not
outside as on the 27.

Climbing down into the midships
cabin located beneath the U-shaped
saloon seating is a vaguely
inelegant operation, but how
many 28 footers do you know
that have two comparatively
private double cabins with the

saloon in between? Although the
interior finish embraces a good deal of
exposed fibreglass moulding, it's all
high quality.

As well as the customary twin side
doors, the 28 sports a long sliding
sunroof plus a single big hinging

\\ These transform an already bright
and breezy saloon into one of the
lightest and best ventilated areas
you'll find on any boat of any size,
yet one whose virtual ‘hatches’ can
also be battened down to cope
with less favourable weather.

And when the weather turns

nastier still, that's when the Sargo
28's underlying design shines. At
any speed, and any angle of trim, the
helmsman'’s view out is terrific, not
quite panoramic, but nothing that a
small body swerve would not eliminate.
And if you do need to venture outside

window at the rear of the pilothouse.
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in hairy conditions, having side doors
port and starboard means you can pick
the quieter leeward side.

Fitted with the biggest single diesel,
Volvo's D6-370hp sterndrive, our test
boat achieved a comfortable 37.5-knot
average top speed over a two-way run.
Although there are four other single
options ranging from 260hp, and a twin
D3-220hp boat, this is definitely the
engine | would fit. The hull is clearly
capable of handling the full 370hp,
albeit that the sterndrive leg needed to
be trimmed in quite tightly to prevent
the 28 from porpoising when we drove
it through the bigger swells.

And while the twin D3s provide 19%
more total power, they're nowhere near
as punchy as the straight six, and twin
engine boats are invariably not as fuel
efficient as single installations because
of their extra appendage drag.

Dave Marsh

Length 28ft 10in (8.80m) Beam 9t 9in (2.98m) Engines Choice of five Volvo
D6s (260-370hp) or twin Volvo D3 (220hp) Top speed 39 knots (37 knots on
test) Price from £158,000 inc VAT (single 260hp Volvo sterndrive) Contact
Marco Marine. Tel: +44 (0)23 8045 3245 Web: www.sargoboats. fi

The view from the
helm is excellent —
useful at 37 knots!
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